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distinguished yourself by your generous encouragement of poetry; and whose judgment of that art nothing but your commendation of my trifle' can give me any occasion to call in question. I do not doubt but you will look over this poem with another eye, and reward it in a different manner, from a mercenary bookseller, who counts the lines he is to purchase2, and considers nothing but the bulk. I cannot help taking, notice, that, besides what the authour may hope for on account of his abilities, he has likewise another claim to your regard, as lie lies at present under very disadvantageous circumstances of fortune. I beg, therefore, that you will favour me with a letter to-morrow, that I may know what you can afford to allow him, that he may cither part with it to you, or find out, (which I do not expect,) some other way more to his satisfaction.
' I have only to add, that as I am sensible I have transcribed it very coarsely, which, after having altered it, I was obliged to do, I will, if you please to transmit the sheets from the press, correct it for you ; and take the trouble of altering any stroke of satire which you may dislike.
'By exerting on this occasion your usual generosity, you will not only encourage learning, and relieve distress, but (though it be in comparison of the other motives of very small account) oblige in a very sensible manner, Sir,
' Your very humble servant,
' SAM. JOHNSON.'
SIR,
' To MR. CAVIC.
' Monday, No. 6, Castle-street.
' I am to return you thanks for the present you were so kind as to send by me3, and to intreat that you will bo pleased to inform me by the penny-post4, whether you resolve to print the poem. If you please to send it me by the post, with a note to Dodsley, I will go and read the lines to him, that we may have his consent to put his name in the title-page. As to the printing, if it can be set immediately about, I will be so much the authour's friend, as not to content myself with mere solicitations in his favour. I propose, if my calculation be near the truth, to engage for the reimbursement of all that you shall lose by an impression of 500; provided, as you very generously propose, that the profit, if any, be set aside for the authour's use, excepting the present
1 His Ode Ad Urbanum probably. NICHOLS. BOSWELL.
* Johnson, on his death-bed, had to own that' Cave was a penurious paymaster; he would contract for
lines by the hundred, and expect the long hundred.'    Sczflosi, Dec. 1784.
3  Cave sent the present by Johnson to the unknown author.
4               , p. 151, note 5,
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